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A Lifelong Love Affair
vvith Reading
Dr.

"Of All the diversions of life,
there is none so proper to fill
up its empty spaces as the
reading of useful and entertaining
authors."

Anne E. Hughes

as they have been read to by adults for a
number of their few years. The fortunate
children among them have gained a sense of
reading by becoming listeners, speakers and
observers of the language. For children who
are products of adults with a strong sense of
"parenting," life is full of language-signs. The
signs of changes in nature have words, the
things of home have words and all the

Ibid
As a Child ...
Nothing is as beautiful or more fun than
to read to the Todd Ier who brings his favorite
book to you and requests a reading of the
same old book which you have read aloud
over and over and over. This is the stage in life
when the wonderful world of words come
through the magic ofsound. The little listener
responds to the words by laughing, by loving,
by fantasizing and even by falling asleep with
the warmth of the story thoughts dancing in
his head. The sense of sight adds to the
imagination of the tot as the colorful faces of
animals, flowers, toys, children, families and
fairies dance across the pages.
This is the beginning of what can be a lifelong love affair with reading.

signs of the community have words. If
there is a doubt, ask the next child you meet to
identify a traffic stop light, a "Star Wars"
character or the McDonald arches. There are
numerous other sight-signs and words that
are as familiar to children as eating or
breathing itself. Thus many youngsters enter
school with great enthusiasm and interest in
reading.Teachers need only feed this natural
interest by introducing the young learner to
the development of reading skills which will
give him the opportunity to expand his
reading horizons.

As a Young Student...
Unfortunately, the "formal" period
called reading in the elementary school
sometimes lessens the fresh enthusiasm the
young child brings to school. The wise,
motivating teacher, however, teaches the
skills of reading using the wealth of children's
literature as the vehicle. Examples of this can
be seen throughout the whole of the
literature.

As a Young Learner ...
Many five year olds enter school as
kindergartners with a good sense of reading

Phonics:
Can you think of a happier or more
musical way of teaching phonics through
poetry or rhyme?
Dr. Anne E. Hughes
Staff, Our Lady of the Lake University
San Antonio, Texas
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sciences and the social sciences.

"Birds are swarming,
Southward bound;
Bruised fruits rot,
Upon the ground.''
In Quest of Treasure

Getting Along in Your Family (by
Naylor) is a book which explores various
aspects of living jn a family and helps
students to understand the dynamics of
human relationships .
The Accident (by Carrick) helps an
understanding father learn to master his
grief over a sudden death.

Irma G. Rhodes, p. 51

"On every rose
A diamond crown
Illuminates
Her velvet gown."

(2) Examine people and events for everyone
can be new and different and
threatening.
Social Studies presents stories of real
life people and events and through the
continuing adventure and intellectual
involvement of reading, the different can
become known and understood, if not
always accepted. The customs and habits
of the world can be learned through
words written about others. In Jaguar,
My Twin (by Lipton) we read that the
Zinacantecs of Mexico believe that each
person has a twin spirit from the animal
world! Strange, you say, but many believe
and act upon this belief so it is important
that we understand this heritage and
these people.
(3) Expand your vocabulary to say just what
you want to say by us ing the right words .
Words become a part of us by
reading and hearing these words in
context and then using them in our daily
conversations. The more often we read
new words in daily experiences, the more
readily we understand how they can be
used and the more easily we can make
those words work for us and our daily
needs.

Same as above

p. 24
Whether the consonent is initial, medial
or final the pronunciation is heard in either
isolation or in a blend and enjoyed as a key
which unlocks a meaning with the
understanding of the word itself.

Structure:
The magic of words Iies in the fact that the
structure of words determines the single word
which can be changed or modified by
prefixes and/ or suffixes added to the root of
the word. Then there is the · unusual spelling
system of the English language. Because
there are many ways to learn, it is not unusual
that learning is more likely to occur if " fun" or
excitement is part of the language-learning
environment. Is it any wonder why Alice in
Wonderland by Lewis Carroll is a classic?

"Find out how it feels suddenly
to grow nine feet tall_ or to shrink
to a tiny three inches!
Alice 's world is like none you 've
ever known. "
The structure of thought may be a word, a
phrase or an entire story but comprehension
is the goal of the reading experience and
human emotions are an inherent part of this
experience for this experience have lasting
meaning.

As a Mature Adult _
Part:

Until Death Do Us

As our title stated, "reading is a life-long
affair." The reader leaves school,
whether that be at the high school level or
beyond the college years, reading all the way
along . That ability helps him achieve a
diploma, a college degree and, finally, a
place in the world of work. It is a sure thing
that success at work or business requires
reading mastery to attain a position and the
opportunity to grow on the job. As important,
or maybe more important is the place of

As a Young Adult ...

love

The more we read, the more we realize
that reading is such a necessary part of living
that we take it for granted. For success in
school, reading is an essential in every
subject, at every level and for every day. Let's
consider some steps for becoming avid
readers:
(l) Study the known to predict the unknown.
This is essential for good,
comprehensive reading in the physical
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latest national election results, the great
success of her beloved Tiger Baseball World
Champions, the state of affairs in the U.S.S.R.,
the work of the new Prime Minister of
Canada, the latest women's fashions, and on
and on. Need we wonder further why Gertie
is a popular member of any group for she has
an alive and lively love-affair with reading.
As Kipling said (to paraphrase the great
writer), she "walks with Kings but does not
lose the common touch.". She loves words
and they love her in return.

recreational reading. In this age of stressrelated jobs, the joy of reading for sheer
recreational purposes cannot possibly be
measured. If there is any doubt of this, just
look around you. On every train, on every
plane, in every hotel lobby, in all airline
terminals of the world, we see readers
reading all the time. They are reading
newspapers, magazines, tabloids, and books
both paperbacks and hardbounds. And these
readers are those persons who are "on the
road." It would be impossible to estimate the
readers and what they read among the more
settled of our communities. An interesting
group is the Senior citizen group of our
people. There you find the real appreciators
of the printed word. Just picture "Gertie" a
warm and wonderful 84 year old "youngster"
who is the most knowledgeable and
interested personality to the fact that she is an
inveterate reader. She can talk with the best
of them on matters such as reasons for the
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